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              DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
                    + + + + +
         ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL BOARD
                    + + + + +
                     MEETING

IN THE MATTER OF:

Pub Crawl
Applicants, Michael Bramson
and Alex Lopez               Fact Finding
April 12, 2014               Hearing
Pink and Drink, Behalf of
Cancer Research Foundation
Multiple Licensed Premises

            April 2, 2014

            The Alcoholic Beverage Control
Board met in Alcoholic Beverage Control
Hearing Room, Reeves Building, 2000 14th
Street N.W., Washington, D.C., Chairperson
Ruthanne Miller presiding.

PRESENT:
RUTHANNE MILLER, Chairperson
NICK ALBERTI, Member
DONALD BROOKS, Member
HECTOR RODRIGUEZ, Member
JAMES SHORT, Member
MICHAEL SILVERSTEIN, Member

ALSO PRESENT:

ERIN MATHIESON, ABRA Investigator

KEITH GETHERS, ABRA Supervisory Investigator
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1               P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S

2                                     (10:35 a.m.)

3             CHAIR MILLER:  Okay.

4             (Off the record comments)

5             CHAIR MILLER:  All right.  So

6 we're going to go back to our fact finding

7 hearings.  And I'm going to call Michael

8 Bramson and Alex Lopez with respect to Pink

9 and Drink.  The day of the event is April

10 12th, 2014.

11             MR. LOPEZ:  How are you?

12             CHAIR MILLER:  Good morning.

13             (Off the record comments)

14             CHAIR MILLER:  Okay.  Let's start

15 with introductions.

16             MR. LOPEZ:  Can I pass this out to

17 everyone?

18             CHAIR MILLER:  Oh --

19             (Off the record comments)

20             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Just one second.

21 We'll get them for you in a moment.

22             (Off the record comments)



202-234-4433
Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

Page 3

1             CHAIR MILLER:  Okay, thank you.

2 Great.  So would you introduce yourself for

3 the record when you're ready?  All right.

4             MR. BRAMSON:  I'm Michael Bramson.

5             CHAIR MILLER:  Okay.

6             MR. LOPEZ:  Alex Lopez.

7             CHAIR MILLER:  I'm sorry, what's

8 your name?

9             MR. LOPEZ:  Alex Lopez.

10             CHAIR MILLER:  Alex Lopez, right.

11 Okay.  The two investigators today are --

12             INVESTIGATOR MATHIESON:  Yes.

13 Investigator Erin Mathieson.

14             CHAIR MILLER:  Okay.

15             MR. GETHERS:  Supervisory

16 Investigator Gethers.

17             CHAIR MILLER:  Okay, great.  So I

18 know I've seen you before, right?

19             MR. GETHERS:  Yes.  A few times.

20             CHAIR MILLER:  And this looks like

21 a very nice cause.  Thank you.  Do you want to

22 give a brief overview?  And I'm just curious.
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1 Looks like, and you can not testify, you speak

2 to this, it looks like you are using a lot of

3 the same establishments you've used in prior

4 --

5             MR. LOPEZ:  Yes, ma'am, we are.

6 Actually this is the second annual Pink and

7 Drink.  You know that last year we're in

8 Dupont.

9             CHAIR MILLER:  Yes.

10             MR. LOPEZ:  We pretty much used

11 the same establishments.  So for this one the

12 two registration bars are going to the Front

13 Page and Rumors, all near the Dupont Midtown

14 area.

15             We teamed up with the Breast

16 Cancer Research Foundation for this event

17 too.  Proceeds are going to go towards them.

18             So, I mean, other than that, it's

19 pretty much the same, same deal as always.

20             When people arrive, they get a

21 wrist band.  They're going to get, the Breast

22 Cancer Research Foundation actually is going
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1 to donate a pink ribbon for everybody also.

2             CHAIR MILLER:  They donate a what?

3             MR. LOPEZ:  Pink ribbons.

4             CHAIR MILLER:  Okay.

5             MR. LOPEZ:  So, yes, for this

6 event we're expecting anywhere from 2,000 to

7 maybe like 2,500 participants.  As of right

8 now, we have ten to 11 establishments in

9 Dupont participating.

10             CHAIR MILLER:  Is that the number

11 that participated last year?

12             MR. LOPEZ:  Last year it was a

13 little bit smaller.  I believe last year was

14 about, it was like 1,750?

15             MR. BRAMSON:  Yes.

16             MEMBER SILVERSTEIN:  Say, speak a

17 little louder or --

18             MR. LOPEZ:  Okay.  So last year it

19 was about 1,750 participants.  So we believe

20 we're going to increase the numbers by like

21 500 to 700 people this year.

22             CHAIR MILLER:  Are you increasing
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1 the number of establishments so that --

2             MR. LOPEZ:  Yes, ma'am.

3             CHAIR MILLER:  Oh, you increased.

4 Okay, by how many?

5             MR. LOPEZ:  By three.

6             CHAIR MILLER:  And are you

7 increasing the time?  Or it's the same amount

8 of time?

9             MR. LOPEZ:  It's the same time,

10 between 1:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m.

11             CHAIR MILLER:  And did you have

12 any problems last year?

13             MR. LOPEZ:  Not at all.  Like I

14 said, this was one of our smaller events.  I

15 mean, it was for a great cause.  So, I mean,

16 that was a plus.

17             We had a lot of publicity, we had

18 a lot of like D.C. local blogs checking us

19 out, interviewing us and stuff.  So, I mean,

20 it's for a great cause.  We had no problems

21 at all last year.

22             CHAIR MILLER:  And the people that
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1 respond to this event, are they different

2 than people who respond to, you know, other

3 Pub Crawls, because this is the best cancer

4 awareness one, or no?

5             MR. LOPEZ:  Okay.  It's a lot

6 more, well, a lot more female friendly.  Also

7 the crowd is a little bit older than our

8 other crowds.

9             CHAIR MILLER:  And they're what?

10             MR. LOPEZ:  A little bit, like the

11 age range is about 25 to 35 as opposed to 21

12 that --

13             CHAIR MILLER:  Right.

14             MR. LOPEZ:  So the age range

15 varies in this one.

16             CHAIR MILLER:  Okay.  Okay, Board

17 questions?  Mr. Silverstein?

18             MEMBER SILVERSTEIN:  Just out of

19 curiosity, what percentage of your take is

20 going to charity?

21             MR. LOPEZ:  About $2 per ticket

22 sold.  It's going to, well, the Breast Cancer
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1 Research Foundation, and then 100 percent of

2 the donations.

3             They can donate online.  And last

4 year we raised a lot of donations the day of,

5 we have like a box at each registration bar.

6 And people donate there as well.

7             MEMBER SILVERSTEIN:  Great, so

8 what were you able to take in last year with

9 donations and --

10             MR. LOPEZ:  We donated last year

11 about $2,700 to the Breast Cancer Research

12 Foundation.  This year will definitely

13 increase.

14             CHAIR MILLER:  This year what?

15             MR. LOPEZ:  This year will

16 definitely be higher.

17             CHAIR MILLER:  Yes.  Okay.  All

18 right, yes.  Mr. Alberti?

19             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Good morning,

20 gentlemen. It's always good to see you.

21             MR. LOPEZ:  How are you?

22             MR. ALBERTI:  I'll ask my standard
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1 question.  Have you told MPD you're going to

2 be out there?

3             MR. LOPEZ:  Yes.  So we have a

4 good relationship with Commander Reese.  So

5 we always keep him on alert, email him, give

6 him phone calls.

7             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Excellent, thank

8 you.  That's all I needed to know. I'm

9 surprised they're no pink drinks?

10             (Laughter)

11             MEMBER ALBERTI:  I'll leave it at

12 that?  Thank you.  Good luck, guys.

13             MR. LOPEZ:  Thank you.

14             MR. BRAMSON:  Thank you, sir.

15             CHAIR MILLER:  Okay, others?  How

16 about, our investigators have some questions.

17             INVESTIGATOR MATHIESON:  Yes, I

18 just have one question.  I guess the security

19 description that you provided that you

20 provided was for the Where's Waldo one?  Is

21 that right?

22             MR. LOPEZ:  Yes.  So we had a
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1 little trademark issue with that so we had to

2 go back to Pink and Drink.  So two of my

3 lawyers, actually, are trying to work that

4 out for a TBD date for Where's Waldo.

5             INVESTIGATOR MATHIESON:  Do you

6 have an event description like this for the

7 Pink and Drink.

8             MR. LOPEZ:  No, we don't.  But we

9 can volunteer.

10             INVESTIGATOR MATHIESON:  Yes.

11 Because there's nothing, it's not part of

12 your application.  There's nothing for

13 security, there's nothing for underage

14 drinking, there's nothing for ID checks in

15 writing.

16             And there's, like what I do like

17 about this one is the older application was

18 that you had contact information, a plan for

19 who was going to get an emergency phone

20 number, all of those things, but for a

21 different event.

22             MR. LOPEZ:  Right.  But it's the,
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1 besides the title everything else, included

2 the same bars, the --

3             INVESTIGATOR MATHIESON:  Well, you

4 mentioned, and on the sheet there's just  the

5 Fiesta Lounge and Cabin, and they're not

6 open.

7             MR. LOPEZ:  Sorry about that.

8             (Crosstalk)

9             MR. LOPEZ:  Okay.  We can

10 definitely do an updated version, preparing

11 the description for Pink and Drink.

12             INVESTIGATOR MATHIESON:  Okay,

13 that'll be fine.

14             (Off the record comments)

15             CHAIR MILLER:  And have you made

16 sure that all these establishments can

17 participate in Pub Crawls?

18             MR. LOPEZ:  Yes, ma'am.  We've

19 actually had a great relationship with every

20 single establishment we use.  And, I mean,

21 we've used all of them for at least three,

22 two, five times in the past.  So they have
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1 good standings.

2             INVESTIGATOR MATHIESON:  We were

3 only able to verify it, since we didn't have

4 the Cabin, Fiesta Lounge, that was not on our

5 list that we were provided.  So we verified

6 the ones that are on the Where's Waldo, but

7 the Cabin, and Fiesta.  And if there's

8 additional ones we haven't checked those

9 either.  So we would need a full list.

10             MR. LOPEZ:  Yes, ma'am.  Well,

11 definitely we'll email that to you.

12             CHAIR MILLER:  Okay.

13             MEMBER SILVERSTEIN:  What was that

14 response?

15             MR. LOPEZ:  That we're going to

16 email her the updated list of all of them and

17 the updated description for the event.

18             MR. GETHERS:  And just to be

19 clear, we'd like for it to be in a packet, a

20 complete packet.

21             MR. LOPEZ:  Yes, sir.

22             MR. GETHERS:  So that we don't
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1 have to --

2             MR. LOPEZ:  No  problem.

3             MR. GETHERS:  -- assume anything

4 from the previous packet.

5             CHAIR MILLER:  Did, Ms. Mathieson,

6 did you say that a description was missing?

7             INVESTIGATOR MATHIESON:  Yes,

8 there's no description.  I mean, it's for the

9 Where's Waldo one, but this is --

10             CHAIR MILLER:  That's right.  So I

11 started to look at the --

12             INVESTIGATOR MATHIESON:  It's

13 further on the back.

14             MR. LOPEZ:  Yes, we'll definitely

15 update it --

16             CHAIR MILLER:  You have to change

17 that.

18             MR. LOPEZ:  -- and make the whole

19 thing better.

20             INVESTIGATOR MATHIESON:  Okay.

21             MR. BRAMSON:  We were going to

22 have the Pink and Drink in August and have
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1 this one, Where's Waldo, at this date.

2             But because of the trademark

3 issues we're working out with right now with

4 Where's Waldo, we actually had to move the

5 date.  And we just decided to do Pink and

6 Drink since we had it last year at the same

7 time.

8             CHAIR MILLER:  Okay.  So what's

9 described in the application for Where's

10 Waldo though, the security, et cetera, that's

11 --

12             MR. LOPEZ:  That's all the same

13 right there.

14             CHAIR MILLER:  -- all the same,

15 right?  But you're going to submit a new

16 packet under --

17             MR. LOPEZ:  Correct.  Yes, ma'am.

18             CHAIR MILLER:  Okay.  So for

19 purposes of this hearing, this is all the

20 same.

21             INVESTIGATOR MATHIESON:  Okay.

22 But the establishments may be different.
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1             MR. LOPEZ:  I think there's two

2 different establishments.

3             MR. BRAMSON:  Yes, there are.

4             MR. LOPEZ:  The Cabin and Fiesta.

5             INVESTIGATOR MATHIESON:  Okay.

6             CHAIR MILLER:  Okay.  Any other

7 questions?

8             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Well, I just

9 think that our approval should be contingent

10 upon the vetting for eligibility by our

11 investigator's staff of all the bars, which

12 is standard.

13             MR. LOPEZ:  Yes.

14             MEMBER ALBERTI:  It sort of comes

15 with the package and they take a look at it.

16             MR. LOPEZ:  Okay.

17             CHAIR MILLER:  And updated as you

18 represented.

19             MR. LOPEZ:  Yes, no problem.

20             CHAIR MILLER:  So it's with the

21 right name, and date and everything.  Okay.

22 All right.  So then any other comments or
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1 concerns from our investigators?

2             MR. GETHERS:  I guess, just a

3 general comment, I mean --

4             CHAIR MILLER:  Uh-huh?

5             MR. GETHERS:  The packet that they

6 did submit is a very good one.  So if that's

7 at all a demonstration of what they're going

8 to resubmit with all of the right

9 establishments on it and that sort of thing,

10 they're to be commended for putting forth a

11 very good effort in terms of giving us

12 comprehensive information.

13             CHAIR MILLER:  Thank you.  Yes, I

14 agree, I agree.  Thank you.

15             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Do you guys mind

16 us using this as an example?

17             CHAIR MILLER:  Yes, thank you.

18             MR. LOPEZ:  Go for it.

19             (Laughter)

20             INVESTIGATOR MATHIESON:  Actually

21 those guys should be an example.  It was very

22 well done.
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1             MR. LOPEZ:  The more times we come

2 here the more we improve it.

3             CHAIR MILLER:  That's great,

4 that's great.

5             MR. BRAMSON:  Thank you.

6             CHAIR MILLER:  Okay, then I would

7 move that we approve this application subject

8 to review by our investigators of the

9 complete list of establishments and the

10 updated package in general.

11             But it looks very good.  It looks

12 great.  You did a great job.  And it's

13 wonderful, you know, what you're doing to

14 help different charities.

15             MR. LOPEZ:  Great, thank you.

16             CHAIR MILLER: Okay, thank you.

17             (Whereupon, the hearing in the

18 above-entitled matter was concluded at 10:47

19 a.m.)

20

21

22
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